4504 Little Creek Church Road
Clayton, NC 27520
12/11/2012

Graduation Project Approval Committee
Clayton High School
600 South Fayetteville Street
Clayton, NC 27520

Dear Graduation Project Judges:
	My name is Cortney Penny and I am a senior at Clayton High School. I have been an all academic athlete for the past four years and have been enrolled in honors and AP courses all throughout my high school career. I am an officer in my school’s FFA chapter and have been since the beginning of my junior year. I am also a member of the Comet Crew, Environmental Club, and NHS.
	I chose to research the question ‘should animals be used in cancer research?’ I chose to research this topic because I have known a lot of people who have been affected by cancer and I have always wanted to be a vet. This topic allowed me to explore veterinary medicine as a career and learn more about how cancer research has developed. 
	I learned that my opinion on a topic can change. When I first began my research I believed that I was against animal testing when it came to medicinal purposes. As I continued to learn and discover more about my topic I began to understand the benefits of animal testing and I realized that I was actually a supporter of animal testing for cancer research. This came as a shock to me. I learned that many different cancer treatments were created because of animal use in cancer research.
	There were both easy and difficult parts to this project. The easiest parts for me were being able to find enough research, find a mentor, and then have the ability to come up with a product that related to my topic. However, finding someone willing to be interviewed on the subject of animal testing was extremely difficult as well as being able to put my product into action. This project will, without a doubt, help me in the future. This project helped me understand the benefit of planning and how much it can help to know people and have different connections in the work force. 
	I really appreciate the time you are taking out of your busy schedule to spend time judging my project. Thank you so much for your time.

Sincerely,


Cortney Penny
